
DEVELOPMENT STUDIES IN SPANISH (DSS): A 
CRITICAL AND CONSTRUCTIVE RESPONSE FROM 

THE PERIPHERIES* 

Rogelio Madrueño-Aguilar 
University of Göttingen

*Written in collaboration with Pablo Martínez Osés



Schools of Economic Thought



Challenging One-Sided Conventional 
Stories/History



DS in Spanish (DSS) main features

1. DSS seen as a broad and pluralistic 
conception (peripheral and heterodox 
status)

2. DSS and its strong association with 
structuralism and dependency theories

3. DSS is critical and constructive
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LAC structuralism 
(ECLAC)

Dependency theories

New structuralism

Spanish structuralism

•The Philosophy of 
liberation
•The Theology  of liberation
•The Ethics and Politics of 
Liberation
•The Pedagogy of the 
Oppressed

Green economy, sociology 
of globalisation, human and 

sustainable development

Post-development

Main problems: 
Underdevelopment

Dependency
Centre - Periphery

Modern approaches/ new 
development: i.e.

Development Effectiveness 
Agenda

Regionalism
South and triangular 

cooperation
Global Governance
Policy Coherence

Multidimensionality
Innovation

Gender & development

Peripheral  and 
heterodox views less more

Influenced to a 
certain extent by

Responding paradigm: 
Towards a 

multidisciplinarity 
field of research

Eclecticism

Feminist economy

Ecological economics

Economics

Philosophy
Theology
Politics
Sociology
International Relations

Epistemology
Constructivism
Interdisciplinary

Transdisciplinary

Development ethics

DSS: overall view



Summing up

• DSS is a narrative that is pervaded with a genuine spirit of 
humanism

• DSS offer a broad and particular view of different 
peripheries with emphasis on alternative views of history

• DSS is connected to the past and committed to the future


