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Convenors: 
Gordon Crawford, School of Politics and International Studies, University of Leeds, 
Leeds, LS2 9JT, UK. Email: g.crawford@leeds.ac.uk. 
 
Liisa Laakso, Department of Social Sciences and Philosophy 
University of Jyväskylä, Finland. Email: lilaakso@yfi.jyu.fi 
 
Current members: 
Timothy M. Shaw, University of the West Indies, Trinidad campus 
Ben Thirkell-White, Dept of Politics, University of St. Andrews, UK 
Berit Aasen, Norwegian Institute for Urban and Regional Research, Oslo 
Christof Hartmann, Institute for Political Science, University of Duisberg Essen 
Irna van der Molen, University of Twente, the Netherlands  
Susan Steiner, GIGA, German Institute of Global and Area Studies 
Anne Tallontire, Sustainability Research Institute, University of Leeds, UK. 
 
Activities: 
In 2009, the Governance WG has been focused on preparations for an international 
conference on ‘Democratization in Africa: retrospective and prospects’, to be held at the 
University of Leeds on 4-5 December 2009. See website: 
http://www.polis.leeds.ac.uk/research/events/democratization-africa/  
 
EADI has kindly provided financial support to enable travel bursaries to be offered to 
delegates from African universities. 
 
As a result of the call for papers, over 160 abstracts of papers were received, of which 75 
have been selected for presentation at the conference. 
 
Future activities: 
Activities for 2010 will initially focus on the follow-up to the December 2009 
conference, selecting papers for publication in a journal special issue. 
 
 
 
Gordon Crawford 
Liisa Laakso 
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