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On the occasion of the EADI General Conference in Geneva, June 2008, the proposal on 
establishing an EADI Working Group on the theme ‘Conflicts and Development’ came 
out both during the General Assembly (see Minutes of EADI General Assembly 2008, 26 
June 2008) as well as individually among several participating scholars. In April 2009, 
the EADI Executive Committee Meeting approved the initiative for the Working Group 
coming from two EADI member institutions: Norwegian University of Life Sciences and 
University of Jyväskylä (Finland). 
 
Conveners of the WG: 

Lauri Siitonen (lauri.siitonen@jyu.fi) 
Department of Social Sciences and Philosophy 
University of Jyväskylä 
P.O. Box 35, 40351 Jyväskylä, Finland 
Tel.: (358) 14-260 43 28 
Fax: (358)-14-260 31 01 

Nadarajah Shanmugaratnam (n.shanmugaratnam@umb) 
Department of International Environment and Development Studies 
Norwegian University of Life Sciences 
P.O.Box 5003, 1432 AAS, Norway 
Tel.: (47) 64-94 98 04 
Fax: (47) 64-94 07 60 
 
In addition, the following colleagues have expressed their interest in joining the WG (in 
alphabetical order): 
 
1) Ms. Henni Alava, PhD student, Institute of Development Studies, University of 
Helsinki 
2) Prof. Dr. Tilman Brück, Head, Department of International Economics, German 
Institute for Economic Research (DIW), Berlin, Germany 
3) Prof. Gilles Carbonnier, Institut universitaire d'études du développement (IUED), 
Geneva, Switzerland 
4) Ms. Clare Castillejo, researcher, FRIDE, Madrid, Spain 
5) Dr. Patricia Justino, Director, MICROCON (www.microconflict.eu), Co-director, 
Households in Conflict Network (www.hicn.org), Institute of Development Studies, 
Sussex, England 
6) Mr. David Korpela, Senior Planning Officer, University Partnership for International 
Development (UniPID), University of Jyväskylä, Finland 
7) Ms. Irantzu Mendia, researcher, HEGOA Institute, University of the Basque Country, 
Spain 

http://www.microconflict.eu/�


8) Dr. Suhdhindra Sharma, Director, Interdisciplinary Analysts, Kathmandu, Nepal 
9) Dr. Philip Verwimp, HiCN - Households in Conflict Network, fellow, University of 
Antwerp and a visiting fellow at ECARES, Université Libre de Bruxelles 
 
The first meeting of the Group Work was on 11-12 August 2009 in Helsinki, in 
connection with a seminar on ‘Security-Development Nexus’, organized by the Institute 
of Development Studies, University of Helsinki. Three members and a coordinator from 
the Households in Conflict Network attended the meeting, in addition to both convenors.  
 
The research agenda and subsequent activities were discussed at this meeting. It was 
decided that future activities of the group would focus on two areas of research, the 
micro-level dynamics of conflicts, and the macro-level policies towards them. Prof. 
Shanmugaratnam will take the leadership of the first area, addressing in particularly 
comparative analyses of case studies. The second area, led by Dr. Siitonen, will seek to 
analyse European policies vis-à-vis the case studies.  
 

The Working Group is constituted for a period of five years until the EADI General 
Conference in 2014. During this period the WG will establish institutionalized 
collaboration between its members, organize meetings in connection with research 
seminars and seek publisher/funding for a book based on the papers prepared for 
meetings/seminars and the EADI General Conference. 
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