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Selected further reading: 

Bossuyt, J. 2000. Involving non state actors and local governments in ACP-EU dialogue. (ECDPM Policy Management Brief, 13). Maastricht: ECDPM. A wide range of actors are invited to participate in the formulation and implementation of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement. This brief, based on pilot experiences in several ACP countries, considers key elements in organising dialogue with non-state actors and local governments. 

Graumans, A. 1999. Experiences of dialogue between civil society and national governments in the EU-ACP partnership: a desk study. Amsterdam: INZET. This desk study aims to give an overview of existing practices of dialogue mechanisms in the ACP group of countries and provides evidence that many initiatives have been taken by ACP civil society in recent years. The study is a follow up to the 1999 workshop Civil society participation in a new EU-ACP partnership during which representatives of a broad range of ACP and EU civil society organisations had in-depth debates on civil society participation in the new EU-ACP partnership agreement. See also the workshop report <>published by INZET. 

Sako, S. 2001. Capacity Building: a priority agenda for Africa. In: Talents – building capacity of African civil society, (1). Article by the Executive Secretary of the African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF) to introduce the inaugural edition of “Talents”, a publication by Mwengo (Zimbabwe) fully dedicated to the capacity building of African Civil society organisations. 

Zarsky, L. 2001. From bystanders to collaborators: new role for civil society in urban-industrial environmental governance in Asia. Berkeley: Nautilus Institute. This paper explores an emerging approach to environmental governance characterised by the institutionalised and strategic engagement of civil society groups. It focuses particularly on the roles of civil society in monitoring, prodding and/ or partnering with government or the private sector to improve environmental performance. 

PIANGO. 2000. NGO capacity building in the Pacific: towards greater inter-agency cooperation. Port Vila: Pacific Islands Association of Non-Government Organisations. This report reflects the results of a workshop which was set up to provide a forum for donors, NGOs and other key stakeholders to share information on current NGO capacity building plans, activities and experiences in this region, and to explore options and possibilities for developing a more strategic and coordinated approach in this area. 
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Links to background resources: 

Center for Civil Society Studies of the Johns Hopkins Institute for Policy Studies is engaged in research and capacity-building activities to improve understanding of the role that non-profit organisations play in society and to strengthen the capacity of these organisations to carry out their missions. 

CIVITAS International, a world-wide non-governmental organisation for civic education, aims to strengthen effective education for informed and responsible citizenship. CIVITAS includes individuals, non-governmental associations, governmental institutions and international organisations. 

Homepage of the Committee on Civil Society Participation in OAS activities (Organisation of American States) with documents on civil society participation in policy consultation, formulation and involvement in the work of political bodies at OAS level. 

ELDIS - Civil society: a selection of recommended reading on the role of civil society in development, available in full text and a list of organisations working on civil society issues. 

Euforic’s dossier on civil society participation in ACP-EU cooperation, with policy documents from the European Commission, the ACP Secretariat and ACP Civil Society Forum discussed during the “ACP-EU Conference on the Participation of Civil Society in the Implementation of the Cotonou Agreement”, July 2001, Brussels. 

European Commission – Development – Civil society, Good Governance NGOs, and decentralised co-operation. With policy documents of the EC’s Directorate-General of Development on supporting and reinforcing civil society in Europe and in developing countries. 

IDS - Civil society and governance programme. Since April 1998, the 3-year research programme is examining the interplay between civil society and governments in 22 different countries, spanning six international regions. 

Institute for Development Research (IDR) offers a wealth of research on civil society strengthening online, covering NGO advocacy, partnering between civil society, private sector and the public and strengthening civil society. 

The International NGO Training and Research Centre (INTRAC) aims to improve the performance of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) by exploring relevant policy issues and by strengthening NGO management and organisational effectiveness. 

Kakarala, S. 2001. Building civil society and direct funding of Southern NGOs: a review of recent literature. Warwick: University of Warwick. The paper reviews experiences of direct funding of Southern NGOs by multilateral and bilateral donors. It provides an extensive list of the most recent literature available on the topic, both from donor agencies as well as from scholarly studies. 

PRECOD: The Programme de renforcement de la coopération décentralisée envisages to reinforce the operationalisation and institutionalisation of decentralised cooperation within the context of European development cooperation (in French; English site under construction). 

UNDP Civil Society Organizations and Participation Programme. Working through a network of CSO focal points in the regional UNDP offices, this programme fosters increased cooperation with CSO's. 

United Nations - Partners in Civil Society website. The United Nations system partners with non-governmental organisations and others in civil society on issues of global concern. 

World Bank Development Forum discussion archives: Partnering with civil society. Dialogue organised by the Bank's NGO Unit on the promotion and improvement of the quality of involvement, participation, and ownership of civil society as a key stakeholder, in shaping, implementing, and monitoring development policies and actions around the world. 

